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October 22, 2020 

Hafa Adai, 

The “BER” months have come strong, I can’t believe it October is 
almost done.  This means Christmas is just around the 
corner.  The pandemic has been a very stressful time for many, 
but if we think about it there are many blessings that have come 
our way.   We need to focus on this as the year is coming to a 
close. 

I am blessed that I am celebrating our chapter’s 50th year and 
look forward to its continued growth and strength in its 
members.  We awarded and recognized posthumously Carmen 
Santos as our Professor John Philipps Excellence in Government 
Accountability Awardee.  Since May 1 we have had 16 new 
members, thanks to Jojo Guevara our membership chair, who 
has recruited 5 of them.  We are well on our goal of 50 new 
members.   

Accountability Chair Dr. Doreen Crisostomo has released our 
chapter Citizen-Centric Report.  We are proud to say that we 
have been producing this report since Program Year 2009-
2010.  We also recognized “50 GovGuam Professionals Under 40 
Years of Age”.   These professionals have been selected based 
on their leadership growth and potential.  We look forward to 
their continued contributions in our community. 

Sunset at the Guam Airport. Who else misses traveling?  
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We will be providing scholarships to a deserving college student at our membership meeting on October 28 and 
listening intently to first-time senatorial legislative candidates.  I urge all members who are able to please donate $50 
to fund our community service to the homeless or to the scholarship fund.  This is in lieu of your service hours for the 
last 6 months.  Donations can be sent to our Post Office Box 1124 Hagatna, Guam 96932, or transferred to our 
account via PayPal.     

Thank you and stay safe. 

 

 
Best regards, 
Pilar Pangelinan 
Chapter President 

 

Invitation Message 
Hafa Adai! 

Please join us with Dean Dr. Annette Santos and National 
President Alfonzo Alexander as we launch the UOG 
StudentCPT club on October 31, 2020, Saturday at 8:00AM.  
 The Student Center for the Public Trust (StudentCPT) is a 
national network of college students who demonstrate a 
commitment to ethical leadership. The club provides an 
interactive environment while creating opportunities for 
students to network and develop professional leadership 
skills.  

 Register in advance for this meeting:  
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkc-
CrqTMvG9W9Pj5vjCw56OcK_5NKs-KD  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meeting. If you have 
any questions, please contact UOG advisors, Dr. Doreen 
Crisostomo doreentc@triton.uog.edu or Dr. John Rivera 
jrivera@triton.uog.edu. 

Invitation to join  

 The launch of uoG’s  
sTudenT cpT club 
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Date Tentative Topic 
07/22/2020 GGRF / My Total Retirement  
08/26/2020 Overview / Challenges in GovGuam’s Procurement 

– To be rescheduled 
09/23/2020 Government Accounting and Auditing Updates  
10/28/2020 Candidate Forum Senator / Congress 
11/25/2020 ERP Computer Software and Application 
12/23/2020 AGA Christmas Party (coordinated by JAS) 
01/27/2021 Robotics Process Automation / Blockchain 
02/24/2021 Tax Updates / What You Should Know for Tax Year 

2020 
03/24/2021 CGFM Month / Professional Development 
04/28/2021 Economic Outlook / State of Our Island’s Economy 
05/26/2021 Ethics in Government / Increasing Trust in Our 

Government 
06/23/2021 Oath of Office / End of Year Celebration 

  

As the island continues to get through this pandemic safely, we will continue to host Zoom meetings to ensure 
safety of our members and speakers.  Meetings are held every fourth Wednesday of the month at 12 noon.  

Meeting invites will be sent to members at least two weeks in advance.   
 

CEC Meetings are held every second Wednesday of the month at noon.  If you are interested in joining 
discussions for Chapter events or joining a committee, feel free to contact Pilar Pangelinan.  
 

The AGA Guam Chapter will be holding its October 
2020 General Membership Meeting on Wednesday, 
October 28, 2020 via Zoom at 12:00 p.m.  

We will be hosting a Guam Election First-Time 
Senatorial Candidates Forum.  Confirmed attendants 
include John Albert Ananich, Michelle Lynn Armenta, 
Vincent A.V. Borja, Christopher L. Carillo, Joseph 
Iglesias Cruz, Don Antonio Ada Edquilane, Dominic 
Joaquin Hernandez, Frank G. Leon Guerrero, Joaquin 
Vicente Leon Guerrero, and Sandra Reyes Seau. 

We will also be awarding and presenting the Herminia 
Dierking Scholarship to our recipient. 

Presented are the dates of the upcoming General 
Membership Meetings and the tentative topics to be 
covered.  Please note these are planned topics, subject 
to the availability of speakers, and may change.  Our goal 
is to offer CPEs at these meetings. 
 

Email reminders will be sent prior to the meetings and 
will indicate the confirmed speaker and subject matter 
to be covered.  

 

Should you have any questions or have any 
recommendations, please contact Program Director Dr. 
Doreen Crisostomo or President Pilar Pangelinan.  We 
welcome your feedback and look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 

      The Herminia Dierking 
Scholarship will assist me by 
reducing my tuition costs, 
which is extremely helpful 
towards attaining my 
Accounting degree and would 
grant me a chance to sit for 
the CPA exam. 

“

“

Fall 2020 Scholarship Recipient 
Noli Sanchez is a senior from the University of Guam. He is 
pursuing his major in Accounting in hopes of becoming a CPA. 
He also aspires to have a career in the Finance industry. 

noli sanchez, senior - uoG 
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Honoring Our Past 
2020 Prof. John M. Phillips Excellence in 
Government Accountability Award (September 
2020)  
Legacy of the AGA Guam Publication (April 2021) 

Recognizing Our Present 
Who’s Who in Government Accountability 
(December 2020) 
Recognition of entities for their Citizen-Centric 
Reports (CCRs) (November 2020) 
Recognition of AGA Guam Chapter’s Certified 
Government Financial Managers (CGFMs) (March 
2021) 

Preparing For Our Future 
GovGuam 50 Under 40: Emerging Leaders in the 
Government of Guam (October 2020)  
Awarding recipients of the Herminia Dierking 
Scholarship (UOG) and the AGA Guam Chapter 
Scholarship (GCC) (October 2020 and February 
2021) 
Hosting the 2021 Virtual Guam Professional 
Development Conference (May 2021) 

 
If you would like to be part of the planning 
committee or have any input for the conference, 
please contact our Education Director, Rodalyn 
Gerardo, or our Chapter President, Pilar 
Pangelinan.  Our next planning meeting will be 
on Saturday, November 7, 2020 at 2PM via Zoom 
(link to be emailed).  
 

 
October 2, 2020 meeting attendees.  Join us for the next meeting! 

Click here 
to view the  
50 Under 40: 
Emerging  
Leaders in the  
Government 
Of Guam  
publication. 

Congratulations! 
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dr. filomena m. canToria, cpa 
universiTy of Guam 

romana l. blailes 
palau public audiTor 
 

rena l. Kloulechad 
palau public audiTor 
 

saTrunino Tewid 
palau public audiTor 
 

Jowas wasisanG 
palau public audiTor 
 

dr. arTemio hernandez, cGfm 
Guam inTernaTional airporT auThoriTy 

caroline senda 
deloiTTe and Touche llp 
 

Friendly Reminder… 
Be sure to update your member profile for any changes in 
personal, work, and contact information.  This will ensure you 
receive all your benefits and notifications. 

clariza mae G. roque, cGfm 
Guam office of public accounTabiliTy 

KeiTh c. ellioTT, cpa 
ernsT & younG llp 
 

elsa c. flores 
universiTy of Guam business office 
 

danica laGman 
deloiTTe and Touche llp 
 

michael s. moreno 
public defender service corporaTion 

Xia Jin 
ernsT & younG llp 
 

siarra n. JohnsTon 
e-member/sTudenT 
 

Jason m. onedera 
ernsT & younG llp 
 

elaine sonG 
ernsT & younG llp 
 

aileen J. panGelinan 
e-member/sTudenT 
 

dr. pamela peralTa 
universiTy of Guam 
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Meet our member… Name, nickname: 
My Name is Alisha Candoleta. 
Most people call me Lish 

Why did you join AGA? 
I’m new in the accounting field 
and also a student. Joining AGA 
will help me network with 
accountants in various fields. AGA 
also offers resources and trainings 
that will help me in my career and 
school. 

What do you like most about being in 
AGA? 

I will be able to network with 
government accountants, obtain 
materials, training, mentorship, 
and coaching from accountants in 
the government. 

Tell us a bit about yourself? 
I’m an Accounting Technician II at 
the Port Authority of Guam. I’m 
also a student at GCC pursuing my 
AS in Accounting. 

What do you like most about what 
you do? 

I enjoy taking on the challenges of 
analyzing numbers and using 
financial formulas. Also, there’s no 
limit to how high you can go, 
there’s so much to learn and room 
for improvement and reaching 
higher positions. 

Interesting fact about yourself...  
I love to craft! I make customized 
products as my therapy. 

Three words to describe yourself… 
Friendly, caring, and creative 

If you didn't get into accounting, what job would you have 
done? 

In 2014-2015 I was attending GCC to get certified and 
become an LPN. So I think I probably would have stuck to 
that. 

Give 3 favorites (song, food, and movie; or show, color, 
holiday; or any mix of favorites). 

My favorite color is yellow (more like mustard), Christmas 
is my favorite time of the year, and Vampire Diaries is my 
all-time favorite show. 

Advice to members to get the most out of their membership. 
I’m fairly new to AGA, but I recommend to attend 
meetings and learn more about what AGA has to offer, 
after reading more about AGA, there’s a lot of resources 
and training that are beneficial to your future/current 
career.   
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Name:  
My name is Thomas Eladio Battung, but 
most people call me Tom. 

Why did you join AGA? 
I joined AGA for career growth and 
personal development. 

What do you like most about being in AGA? 
Personally, I enjoy the training and 
development resources that are provided 
by AGA. 
It seems like there is always a class, or 
event for CPEs or personal development 
that is available. 

Tell us a bit about yourself? 
I'm 24 years old and currently work at the 
Office of Public Accountability. 
In my free time, I like to play sports, take 
photos, as well as try out new things. 

Meet our member… What do you like most about what 
you do? 
The people you meet. In my 
experience, I've just been around 
so many people willing to help 
me grow and learn. 
It makes me very appreciative of 
the field I am in. I'm very thankful 
for those people. 

Interesting fact about yourself...  
After graduating in 2017, I went 
on a four-month trip around the 
United States visiting 11 states in 
total. 

Three words to describe yourself… 
Friendly, athletic, venturesome 

If you didn’t get into accounting, what job 
would you have done? 
If I didn't get into accounting, I might've been 
in marketing. I have some experience in that 
area of work. Even after graduating, I would 
do digital work for clients on occasion. 

Give three favorites (song, food, and movie; or 
show, color, holiday; or any mix of favorites). 
My favorite color is purple. 
Recently, I've enjoyed watching a show called 
"Community." It's on Netflix at the moment. 
I am also looking forward to the Christmas 
season. 

Advice to members to get the most out of their 
membership. 
In any organization I have joined, I always 
believed in the quote "you get out what you 
put in." 
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Get started on your 

CGFM 
today! 

Learn more about the value and 
benefits of CGFM through a short 
video here.  

Get started today! 
www.agacgfm.org/CGFM 

To join the next one, contact Maripaz Perez, Certification Director. 
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RESOURCES 
and other member  

benefits 
… free learning opportunities throughout 
the year. Members-only webinars are one 
hour long and offer one CPE. 

The following is a summary of a few of the many helpful resources 
available on AGA National’s website. 

Free Members-Only Webinars 

Need CPEs? 
Aside from the free members-only webinars, AGA National offers at 
cost (discounted for members), the following: 

 Journal CPE Online Quizzes 
 Self-Learning Training 
 Discounted CPEs from Becker Professional Education 

Resources 
 Webinars 
 Other in-person events 

Refer to the Trainings & Events page on AGA National’s website.  
 

SAVE the DATE: November 18, 2020 

The Financial Systems Summit (FSS) is  
now the Technology & Transformation  
Summit (TTS), renamed to better reflect 
the broader scope of topics included in  
the program! 
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July 2020 Membership Meeting 
Wilshire Consulting Managing Director Maggie 
Ralbovsky and Guam International Airport Authority 
Deputy Executive Manager Dr. Artemio "Ricky" 
Hernandez regarding GGRF Updates, Economic 
Outlook, and Investments.  

August 2020 Membership Meeting 
Due to some technical difficulties, our guest speaker was postponed. Instead, 
the meeting covered our Strategic Plan for the Program Year, planned 
activities for the 50th Anniversary, and we met some of the new members – 
who were given the chance to introduce themselves.   

September 2020 Membership Meeting 
Presentation of the 2020 Professor John M. Phillips Excellence 
in Government Accountability Award and guest speaker Rizalito 
Paglingayen, Senior Manager at Ernst & Young LLP, regarding 
Government Accounting and Auditing Updates (including 
impacts of COVID-19 on government entities). 

Thank you to the Phillips’ and Santos’ families for joining us! 
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on ocTober 15, 2020, presidenT pilar and The aJa 
orGanizaTion inviTed our membership commiTTee 

To presenT The value of aGa membership 

’

on ocTober 22, 2020, Jas inviTed our membership and 
cerTificaTion commiTTees To presenT on The value of 
aGa and The advanTaGes of The cGfm cerTificaTion. 
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The Guam COVID Alert mobile app is 
now available for download from the 
App store and Google Play. To help 
protect our community, please 
download the app at 
guamcovidalert.guam.gov. 

* Note these agencies have had their CCRs reviewed and awarded, others 
may be pending review.  For CCRs submitted to National click here.   
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President 
Pilar Pangelinan 
pangelipc638@yahoo.com  
 
President-Elect 
Maripaz N. Perez, CGFM, CGAP, CICA, 
CIA, CFE 
mnperez@gpagwa.com  
 
Treasurer 
Fierce Louie Catoc, CPA 
fcatoc@deloitte.com 
 
Treasurer-Elect 
Llewelyn Terlaje, CGFM, CGAP 
lterlaje@gmail.com  
 
Secretary 
Pamela Aguigui, CM 
paguigui@gpagwa.com  
 
Immediate Past President 
Debbie Ngata 
debngata@gmail.com  
 
National Council of Chapters 
Representative 
Yukari Hechanova, CGFM, CPA, CIA, 
CGAP, CGMA 
yukahechanova@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Accountability  
Doreen T. Crisostomo, Ph.D, CGFM, CFE, 
CICA 
doreentc@triton.uog.edu 
Michelle A. Puno 
michelle.puno@gmail.com  
 
Awards (ACE)/Historian  
Justin B. Castro, CFE 
justinbcastro@gmail.com  
 
Budget and Finance 
Fierce Louie Catoc, CPA 
fcatoc@deloitte.com 
 
By-Laws and Procedures 
Yukari Hechanova, CGFM, CPA, CIA, 
CGAP, CGMA 
yukahechanova@gmail.com  
Jorizaira Borja 
jorizaira@gmail.com  
 
Certification 
Maripaz N. Perez, CGFM, CGAP, CICA, 
CIA, CFE 
mnperez@gpagwa.com  
Mercedes F. Poliarco, CGFM 
mpoliarco@guamwaterworks.com  
 
Communications-Website 
Clariza Mae G. Roque, CGFM 
clariza_roque@hotmail.com  
Mariella Cruz 
cruzmariella@gmail.com 
 
Communications-Newsletter 
Debbie Ngata 
debngata@gmail.com  
 
Community Service  
Margie Francisco, CPA 
franciscomargie@outlook.com 
Vanessa D. Valencia  

 
Education 
Rodalyn May A. Gerardo, CGFM, CPA, 
CIA, CGAP, CGMA, CICA 
rodalyngerardo@yahoo.com  
 
Membership/Nominating 
Jose B. Guevara, III, CGFM 
jojo_guevara@hotmail.com  
Mary Grace Edrosa, PMBA 
mgedrosa@yahoo.com 
Amacris V. Legaspi, CGFM 
amyv25ph@yahoo.com  
 
Program Director  
Doreen T. Crisostomo, Ph.D, CGFM, CFE, 
CICA 
doreentc@triton.uog.edu 
 
Research/Standards 
Rizalito Gino F. Paglingayen, CPA 
rizalito.paglingayen@gu.ey.com 
Ranel Vangelo E. Ranoa, CPA 
ranelranoa@gmail.com  
 
Scholarship  
Lorbea L. Palaming, CPA 
lorbea.is@gmail.com  
Pamela Aguigui, CM 
paguigui@gpagwa.com  
 
Young Professionals 
Rachel F. Cubacub 
rachelfield87@gmail.com  
Alfredo Tionoso 
alfredo.tinoso2@gmail.com 
 
50th Anniversary  
Vincent Jon G. Duenas 
vjgduenas@hotmail.com  
Taling M. Taitano, CGFM, CPA 
tmtaitano@gmail.com  
 
 

AGA GUAM CHAPTER 
Mail: 

 
Email: 

Webpage: 
Instagram: 
Facebook: 

 

P.O. Box 1124 
Hagatna, Guam 96932 
agaguamchapter@gmail.com 
aga.guam.net 
@agaguamchapter 
AGA Guam Chapter 
 

AGA NATIONAL OFFICE 
Mail: 

 
Email: 

Webpage: 
Facebook: 

Twitter: 
Flickr: 

2208 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22301-1314 
agamembers@agacgfm.org 
agacgfm.org 
Association of Government Accountants 
 

@AGACGFM 
AGA Communications 
 

vdrvalencia@hotmail.com  
 


